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SUBJECT: PRESS STORY ON MILITARY OPERATIONS IN NICARAGUA 

1. PROMINENT MADRID AFTERNOON DAILY "DIARIO 16" CARRIED A 
STORY BY LUIS GLANOVSKY ON JANUARY 10 CLAIMING THAT U.S. 

RANGERS WERE PARTICIPATING IN MILITARY OPERATIONS IN NICARAGUA 
AGAINST THE "FRENTE SANDINISTA DE LIBERATION NACIONAL." 

2. ARTICLE STATES OPERATION IS UNDER DIRECTION OF CONSEJO DE 
DEFENSA CENTRO AMERICANO AND THAT TROOPS OF NICARAGUA, 

HONDURAS, GUATEMALA, AND EL SALVADOR ARE ALSO PARTICIPATING. 

3. GLANOVSKY GOES ON TO SAY THAT THE OPERATIONS ARE NOW 
"EXCLUSIVELY IN THE HANDS OF THE RANGERS" DESPITE THE 
OBJECTIONS OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN TROOPS PARTICIPATING. 

4. RANGERS ARE SUPPOSED TO COME FROM THE ANTI-GUERRILLA 
TRAINING SCHOOL IN PANAMA. MORE THAN SIXTY ENCOUNTERS 
ALLEGEDLY TOOK PLACE IN 1976 WITH U.S. TROOPS TAKING AN 

EVER MORE ACTIVE PART BECAUSE OF WHAT GLANOVSKY DESCRIBERS 
AS THE "INEPTITUDE OF THE NICARAGUAN ARMY." 

5. ASSUMING THERE IS NO BASIS WHATSOEVER FOR THIS STORY, 
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EMBASSY WOULD LIKE AUTHORIZATION TO DENY ABOVE ALLEGATIONS. 
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